
   

      

  

   

   

      

      

       

       

   

 

  

     

  

    

Supporting Science Literacy 
Joshua Lawrence’s Presentation Handout 

The Many Facets of Critical Disciplinary Literacy 

Disciplinary Comprehension Strategies 

When scientists read, they… 

● Assume an objective stance 

● Ask “why” and “how” more than “what” 

● Rely on data, sketches, charts, and illustrations 

● Make connections from known concepts to new concepts 

● Determine validity of sources and quality of evidence 

● Pay attention to patterns 

● Make predictions 

● Review and reflect 

● Recognize importance of precise scientific vocabulary 

● Search for answers 

● Look for details and evidence 
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